                          Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #25
                     *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Ken Baker, (had surgery, Judy Baker’s husband); Arletta Thomas, (Rehab); Janette & Dennis Leitzel; Barbara Lauver; Gerry Wiest; Neva Cichy; Gary Fetterhoff; Donna Motter; Hannah Gonder, (Leon/Diane Shaffer’s granddaughter); Kayla Gonder; Dennis Croutharmel; Marissa Faust; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Sophia, Ben & Sarah Heinbaugh; Carole Fetterhoff, Randy Pomeroy; Lori Graeff;  Kelly Richter; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jacob Castellani; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie/Raymond Enders; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; Janelle Miller; Ellen Snyder; James Eisenhard; Janet Flowers; Ruth Boyer; Kelly Malave; Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf; Sue Miller; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Earl Zartman; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Deb Perkins; Ellie Baker; Mike Miller & Dee Hansen, (Gary Miller’s nephew & niece); Glen Hale, (Hershey Med. Center ICU); Shelly  McElrath, (Jan Quinn’s daughter); John Gill, Ed Dobbin’s friend);
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
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                               June 26, 2022
     Third Sunday after Pentecost
Paul Fulk - Guest Speaker 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

   Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
      Valleys new email!  valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Paul Fulk, Guest Speaker
 Dave Novinger, Liturgist

Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
June 26, 2022 - Worship, 10:15AM
Third Sunday after Pentecost 
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.  (*Please stand as you are able)
   Prelude    
Announcements, Call to Worship                       Bob Endy                                  
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                                    
L:  Come, let us worship the King! Give praise to our Lord Jesus Christ!
P:  For in Jesus was our promised Messiah, God with us in every way.
L:  All who know Christ know also the very heart of Almighty God.
P:  God was in Christ, redeeming us and calling us to receive eternity.
L:  Let us then celebrate the fullness of God in Christ our blessed Savior.
All:   Blessed be the name of the Lord!
      L:  Come, let us worship together.
 
*Hymn -    “I Sing the Mighty Power of God”            Page 59
*Invocation                                                           Liturgist                
God we worship and praise you for your gift of redemption. In Christ you chose us before the world was created. You sent him to cleanse us of all our sins. He sacrificed himself for us that we should be blameless. Your grace surrounds us, and your peace dwells within us. Through Jesus, who calls us and names us your chosen people, we gather to praise you for your glorious grace. Amen.
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Psalm 33:6-9, 20-22  (Responsively)         (See Insert) Liturgist
Gospel: John 1:1, 14-18                           (See Insert)    Bob Endy                                                                         
Hymn -      “The Church’s One Foundations”           Page 277

N. T.: *Sermon Text:  Colossians 1:15-23 (See Insert)  Marie Herb
Message:  “Who Jesus Is and How He Sees Us”      Paul Fulk
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)        Liturgist
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
*Hymn -           “Tell Me the Story of Jesus”            Page 172
*Benediction                                                        Liturgist
Let the peace that comes from Jesus rule in your hearts. As members of one body you are called to live in peace. And always be thankful. Let the message of Jesus, in all its richness, fill your lives. Teach and counsel each other with all the wisdom he gives. May the blessing of God, the love of Jesus Christ, and the presence of the Holy Spirit strengthen and encourage you as you live lives of gratitude and service. Amen.

Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”            Liturgist
Response: “And also with you.”                               Congregation

“Go now in peace.”                                                  Liturgist


Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today June 26th the Third Sunday after Pentecost! Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please use your judgment if you feel unwell, to remain home until you are better. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
WE WELCOME AND THANK Paul Fulk, Youth Leader at Calvary Fellowship Church, Halifax, for worshipping with us and being our Guest Speaker today June 26th! 
                                  CHURCH CALENDAR 
          
June 26 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online - Guest Speaker - Paul Fulk
               Special Congregational Meeting following service

June 27 - 7:00PM - Elders Meeting

July    3 -  9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online -
               Guest Speaker - To be announced
July    4 - Have a Blessed Happy July 4th! Church office is closed

July    5 - 7:00PM - Deacons Meeting
July  10 -  9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online -

               Guest Speaker - Pastor Shawn Bentley

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: Congregational Meeting immediately following Worship Service today Sunday June 26 to discuss the search for a new pastor.
LAY READERS: June 26 - Bob, Endy, Marie Herb; July 3 - Diane Shaffer, Donna Novinger; July 10 - Jan Quinn, Carol Knight.  If you cannot read scripture on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: June 26 - Bob Endy; July 3 - Dave Novinger July 10 - Ed Dobbin;  If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger or the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers has increased to $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 

PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
MISSION OFFERING donations (May thru August) go to “Back to School Project” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)
GUEST SPEAKERS;
    June 26 - Paul Fulk

    July   3 - Marie Herb

    July 10 - Pastor Shawn Bentley

    July 17 - Sue Miller

    July 24 - To be announced

    July 31 - To be announced

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

                           SCRIPTURE READINGS
1ST SCRIPTURE READING - Psalm 33:6-9, 20-22 (Responsive) (NLT)
6 The Lord merely spoke, and the heavens were created.
He breathed the word, and all the stars were born.
7 He assigned the sea its boundaries
    and locked the oceans in vast reservoirs.
8 Let the whole world fear the Lord,
    and let everyone stand in awe of him.
9 For when he spoke, the world began!
    It appeared at his command.
20 We put our hope in the Lord.
    He is our help and our shield.
21 In him our hearts rejoice, for we trust in his holy name.
22 Let your unfailing love surround us, Lord,
    for our hope is in you alone.
2ND Reading-Gospel - John 1:1, 14-18 (NLT)
1 In the beginning the Word already existed.
    The Word was with God, and the Word was God.

14 So the Word became human and made his home among us. He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s one and only Son. 15 John testified about him when he shouted to the crowds, “This is the one I was talking about when I said, ‘Someone is coming after me who is far greater than I am, for he existed long before me.’” 16 From his abundance we have all received one gracious blessing after another. 17 For the law was given through Moses, but God’s unfailing love and faithfulness came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. But the unique One, who is himself God, is near to the Father’s heart. He has revealed God to us.
3RD Reading - *Sermon Text- N. T. Colossians 1:15-23  (NLT)
15 Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. He existed before anything was created and is supreme over all creation, 16 for through him God created everything in the heavenly realms and on earth. He made the things we can see and the things we can’t see—such as thrones, kingdoms, rulers, and authorities in the unseen world. Everything was created through him and for him. 17 He existed before anything else, and he holds all creation together. 18 Christ is also the head of the church,
which is his body. He is the beginning, supreme over all who rise from the dead. So he is first in everything. 19 For God in all his fullness was pleased to live in Christ, 20 and through him God reconciled everything to himself. He made peace with everything in heaven and on earth by means of Christ’s blood on the cross.
21 This includes you who were once far away from God. You were his enemies, separated from him by your evil thoughts and actions. 22 Yet now he has reconciled you to himself through the death of Christ in his physical body. As a result, he has brought you into his own presence, and you are holy and blameless as you stand before him without a single fault. 23 But you must continue to believe this truth and stand firmly in it. Don’t drift away from the assurance you received when you heard the Good News. The Good News has been preached all over the world, and I, Paul, have been appointed as God’s servant to proclaim it.     
Reader: “The Word of God for the people of God.”
People: “Praise be to God!”
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday July 12, 2022, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Spaghetti & Meatballs, Italian bread, salad (Choice of French or Ranch or Italian dressing), fruit salad, dessert (Choice of Choc cake w/PB or Choc cake w/white or Yellow cake w/white or Yellow cake w/choc). Please see signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers.

 “Free” Back-to-School Yard Sale Friday August 12th (10:00AM to 7:00PM) and Saturday August 13th (10:00AM to 2:00PM). 

Location has not been finalized at this time. More information will be in upcoming bulletins.


Donations of CLEAN, GENTLY USED OR NEW CLOTHING (NO torn or stained clothing please!) for ages Kindergarten thru 12th grade, school supplies - book bags, crayons, colored pencils, mechanical pencils, cap erasers (to fit on pencils), rulers, vinyl protractor (no compass), tablets, composition books, notebooks, pencil bags or boxes, and tissues will be accepted in July and August.  Deadline for donations is Monday, August 8. 


Donation boxes will be at Valleys ECC and Halifax Area High School, Middle School and Elementary School offices.
   Helpers are needed to help move clothing, etc, sort clothing from August 8th to August 15th. Helpers are also needed during the Back-to-School Yard Sale on Aug. 12th and 13th.   

      Clothing racks are also needed. Please call the church office if you have a rack to lend for the yard sale. (We will need them from beginning of August until after the yard sale.)


We are also accepting monetary donations. Please mark any monetary donations “Back-to-School Program” or you may sponsor a child ($50 donation) for “First Day Fresh Impressions”. 

      If you are interested in helping, please see Ed Dobbin or call the church office, 717-896-3118.
Attendance: 
In-person worship for June 19 was 35. 
Face book views for June 19 as of June 22 were 30.
Face Book views for June 12 as of June 22 were 41.

Hymn story of “I Sing the Mighty Power of God”

  
While the words of this hymn sound nothing like the songs being written for children today, it speaks of God making mountains rise—and spreading the flowing seas abroad— and building the lofty skies.  It tells of a sun that rules the day—and a moon that shines at God’s command—and stars that all obey.  These are word images that children can, at some level, understand.  Watts knew that, by singing words such as these over and over again, children would come to understand something of God’s creation, his providence, and his love.

   It is almost impossible to believe that "I Sing the Mighty Power of God" was originally written for children. But that is exactly what this hymn was intended for. It was first published in 1715 in a hymnal called "Divine and Moral Songs for Children". It was the goal of the author, Isaac Watts to write songs to the level of a child's understanding. However, this song is now more associated with adults than with children. Its simple message continues to bless millions of Christians worldwide. To appreciate this hymn more one has to be reminded of the state of Christian music during that period. Most of the songs then were songs directly from the book of psalms. It was more of chanting the scriptures than actual singing. Church music had become dull that a 19 year old Isaac Watts complained to his father about this.      
    
  It was his father who challenged him to write something better. From that moment on Isaac Watts began writing hymns. He was so prolific that by the times he died he had written hundreds of songs for the Christian church. Conservatives in the church objected to the composition of songs not directly from scripture. The church leaders said any music not directly from the scriptures was not inspired. However, Isaac Watts could not understand the logic of being able to pray using your own words but being denied to sing in your own words. To him, if one can pray in his own words then one should also be allowed to sing songs not directly from scriptures.

        I Sing the Almighty Power of God is based on scriptures talking about creation. Passages such as Genesis 1; Psalm 19:1-3; Psalm 95:3-6, the creation hymn, Psalm 104 and Jeremiah 10:12-13.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
History of Hymn: “The Church’s One Foundation”  (Pg 277)

      “The Church's One Foundation” is a Christian hymn written in the 1860s by Samuel John Stone. This hymn describes the church's relationship to its "foundation" being Jesus Christ. The church is represented as the collective Christian fellowship of the earth as it is wholly united by its savior, the son of God. The hymn itself is based on I Corinthians 3:11: “For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ” (KJV). This hymn is well known for calling the church to be a community. The basis of the text is from the Bible when Christ tells Peter that the church will be built of the rock that is himself. He was the author of many original hymns and translations which were published in 1886. His hymns are hopeful in spirit and skillfully constructed. He published several poetic volumes.
        "The Church's One Foundation" was composed as a primary answer to the division within the Church of South Africa generated by John William Colenso, first Bishop of Natal, who denounced much of the Bible as untrue. This issue is referenced to within the fourth verse of the lyrics "Though with a scornful wonder men see her sore oppressed, by schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed." 
        When Bishop Colenso was dismissed for his teachings, he pleaded to the higher religious authorities in England. It was then that Samuel Stone became included in the discussion. It sparked him to draft a set of hymns based on the Apostles' Creed in 1866. He titled it, Lyra Fidelium; Twelve Hymns on the Twelve Articles of the Apostles' Creed. "The Church's One Foundation" is based on the ninth article, The holy Catholic Church; The Communion of Saints.

GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.

History of Hymn: “Tell Me the Story of Jesus” (Page 172)

     This narrative hymn was written by two prominent gospel songwriters, lyricist Fanny Crosby (1820-1915) and composer John Sweney (1837-1899). According to Crosby, her friendship with Sweney was formed during summer revival meetings held annually at the Methodist campgrounds in Ocean Grove, NJ. Sweney became the song leader there in 1878 and served for twenty years until his declining health prevented him from continuing. Crosby said it was “one of the saddest duties of my life to recite a tribute to his memory” upon Sweney’s death. 

     One of their most enduring collaborations is the hymn “Tell Me the Story of Jesus”, first published in The Quiver of Sacred Song (Philadelphia: John T. Hood, 1880.) Crosby and Sweney had a special interest in creating music for Christian education. The informative nature of this hymn--and its fitness for Christian education--is simple and clear: it tells the story of Jesus’ life on earth, starting with his incarnation, followed by his temptation in the desert, his earthly ministry, his crucifixion, burial, and resurrection. It does this in the perspective of a person desiring to hear the story told, a story described as “precious” and “sweetest that ever was heard,” one which ought to be written on the heart, containing a love “so tender, clearer than ever,” which “paid the ransom for me.”
       Notable Scripture allusions include Luke 2:8-14 (the angelic proclamation); Luke 4:1-14 (temptation; also Matthew 4:1-11; Mark 1:12-13); Isaiah 53:3-4 (sorrows, despised, afflicted); and Matthew 8:20 (homeless; also Luke 9:58).
Link to Hymn “I Sing the Mighty Power of God” (Pg. 59):
https://youtu.be/abr1xDbjC78?t=1 
Links to hymn:  “The Church’s One Foundation” (Page 277)
https://youtu.be/T6gG6mIsQBk?t=2 
Links to hymn:  “Tell Me the Story of Jesus” Page 172
https://youtu.be/mZ_rx9HbCTk       
FOR SERMON NOTES: Sunday June 26, 2022
                Paul Fulk, Guest Speaker
      Sermon: “Who Jesus Is and How He Sees Us”

              Scripture: Colossians 1:15-23
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                Email: valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
Weekly Devotional #25           June 26, 2022           “Who Jesus Is and How He Sees Us”

                                      Third Sunday after Pentecost

This Sunday Paul Fulk is our Guest Speaker. This is an interpretation of the Sermon text he will speak about. We pray this devotional will be meaningful to you. 

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship: 

L: Come, let us worship the King! Give praise to our Lord Jesus Christ!
P: For in Jesus was our promised Messiah, God with us in every way.
L: All who know Christ know also the very heart of Almighty God.

P: God was in Christ, redeeming us and calling us to receive eternity.
L: Let us then celebrate the fullness of God in Christ our blessed Savior.
ALL: Blessed be the name of the Lord!
L: Come, let us worship together.

Invocation:  

    God we worship and praise you for your gift of redemption. In Christ you chose us before the world was created. You sent him to cleanse us of all our sins. He sacrificed himself for us that we should be blameless. Your grace surrounds us, and your peace dwells within us. Through Jesus, who calls us and names us your chosen people, we gather to praise you for your glorious grace. Amen.

Readings: *indicates sermon text

Responsive: Psalm 33:6-9, 20-22
Gospel: John: 1:1, 14-18
*New Testament: Colossians 1:15-23
Meditation: “Who Jesus Is and How He Sees Us”

  
A Sunday school child was busy doing something, while everyone else was paying attention to the teacher. She had a piece of paper and some crayons, and was doing some art work. The Sunday school teacher being observant asked the child, “Sweetheart, what are you doing?” The girl, without even looking up said, “I am drawing a picture of God.” And the Sunday school teacher having the responsibility of being concerned about this girl’s theology said, “Sweety, nobody really knows what God looks like.” And the girl said, “They will when I am finished.”


Paul’s goal in this passage is to give the Colossian church an accurate picture of who Jesus is and what he accomplished on the cross and to encourage them to remain faithful to Jesus despite the pressures they are facing.  The early believers in the Colossian church faced the very issue of drifting away. (Drifting away means that we are going in a direction other than where we want to go. It implies that we have a purpose, but we drift away. It’s like rolling a boat towards a destination but the current or tide carries us away, making us drift off course.) On one hand, there were false teachings that all materials are bad, so the earth is evil, so it could not have been created by God. They also believed the body is evil, but the soul is good, and we all have inner slanted knowledge that leads us to God. This isn’t anything new, the unorthodox doctrine of the Gnostic belief stems back to the second century. The word Gnostic came from the Greek word which means knowledge. Gnosticism claims hidden knowledge as the basis for salvation. Christianity teaches that salvation is available to everyone, not just a special few and that it comes from grace through faith in Jesus Christ (Ephesians 2:8-9).  

Besides these Pre-Gnostic false teachings, the church of Colossae was also troubled with the false Greek teaching of angel worshipping that Paul writes in Colossians 2:18 – Don’t let anyone condemn you by insisting on pious self-denial or the worship of angels (or worshipping with angels), saying they have had visions about these things. Their sinful minds have made them proud.” The early church also had to fight the teachings of Jewish ritualism and tradition. They believed in salvation through keeping the Old Testament Laws instead of accepting the blood of Christ for salvation.


We might say we don’t have these false beliefs in the Church today but think again, because these kinds of false beliefs still exist today. We might not call it Judaism, Gnostic belief, or Greek teaching. We might not worship angels like the Greeks, but we do worship something else, like money, power, our jobs, or our loved ones. Matthew 6:21 says where our treasure is, there our heart will also be. What we spend most of our time on, there’s where our heart is too, depending on how much time we spend we know what our idols are. We choose to do things our way instead of following the word of God. We might oppose the teachings and things the Colossian church did but sometimes we might be guilty of the same thing and feel if we go to church to worship on Sundays and if we serve in the church in some way, we are fine. We might not even realize we are drifting away because it can happen so slightly over time, and we make excuses that ‘we have so much to catch up on’ or ‘we are so tired’ or whatever excuse we think up that we will skip going to church or reading the Bible.


Earlier we mentioned it’s like rolling a boat in the ocean at night. Paul reminds us in today’s passage that to not drift away, we must keep our eyes on Jesus. If you’re in a boat in the dark, especially in the ocean you need light to be able to see your way, don’t you? A lighthouse is needed to show the way – Jesus is our lighthouse. John 8:12 Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. If you follow me, you won’t have to walk in darkness, because you will have the light that leads to life.” (NLT)  WE need to fix our eyes on Jesus so we don’t drift away.


In our scripture Colossians 1:15-20, Paul writes the Colossian church a poem about Jesus. In verses 20-23, Paul reminds them of the impact that Jesus’ sacrifice has had on their lives. Paul challenges them to keep faith and not to lose hope in the gospel. 


Verses 15-17 show Jesus, the Son, as the creator and ruler of all things. Verses 18-20 explains that Jesus brings a new creation through His death and resurrection.


Jesus is the glorious King and demands our faithfulness, commitment, and loyal service. Through His death on the cross, Jesus has broken down every barrier that separated us from God. Jesus paid the ultimate price with His death on the cross to redeem us and reconcile us back to God. 


Verse 15 – Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. He existed before anything was created and is supreme over all creation. The word image is – icon or likeness. In the Roman world, if you had an identity document, it would have the section called the icon. It was a section about you that was unique. When we say Jesus is the image of the invisible God, we are saying that it is like a stamp. Like Caesar’s seal would have his image on it. You take wax and the seal and stick it on it. And you have an image that is identical to the image on the seal. Jesus is the image of God. He is the exact representation of God – Colossians 2:9. Jesus is the firstborn over all creation, but this doesn’t mean Jesus is created. In the ancient world, the firstborn son inherited his father’s estate. The word is used here to show Jesus’ domination and control over all things. Verse 15 says Jesus has the image of God and Verse 19 says He has the fullness of the Father. Both of these verses refer to the nature of Jesus and basically say that Jesus is God and has God’s attributes.

Verse 16-17 - for through him God created everything in the heavenly realms and on earth. The three-letter word for has a synonym for this word - because. Paul is telling the Colossians Jesus is supreme over all creation because it was all created through Him and for Him, the visible things of earth and the unseen things of the spiritual realm. Jesus existed before anything else, and he holds all creation together.


Verse 18 - Jesus is the head of the Church. Several times in Paul’s letters, he refers to the church using the metaphor of a body. Jesus is the ruler of all things and all creation. Everything belongs to him. He is even dominant among the dead, because he died and rose again, demonstrating his authority over death. 


Verse 19 – For God in all his fullness was pleased to live in Christ. Remember for means because. Jesus has supremacy over all things because he possesses the fullness of God. All of God’s “God-ness” came and dwelt in the human body of Jesus of Nazareth. 


Verse 20 – and through him God reconciled everything to himself. He made peace with everything in heaven and on earth by means of Christ’s blood on the cross.  Since the fall of humankind in Genesis 3, humans and spiritual forces have been in rebellion against God resulting with all creation being infected with the consequences of human sin; subjected to foolishness and in bondage to decay (Romans 8:20-21). When Jesus died on the cross, he took upon himself all the consequences of our sin, so all things can be made new and brought back into their rightful place, under the peaceful reign of Jesus our King.


Verse 21-22 – This includes you who were once far away from God. You were his enemies, separated from him by your evil thoughts and actions. Yet now he has reconciled you to himself through the death of Christ in his physical body. As a result, he has brought you into his own presence, and you are holy and blameless as you stand before him without a single fault.

Paul follows his powerful poem by using an example of Christ’s reconciliation that the Colossians can relate to: their own redemption story. The Colossian Christians, like the rest of humanity before coming to Christ, were enslaved to sin, and as a result were separated from God and subject to his anger. (Ephesians 2:1-3 NLT: “Once you were dead because of your disobedience and your many sins.  You used to live in sin, just like the rest of the world, obeying the devil—the commander of the powers in the unseen world. He is the spirit at work in the hearts of those who refuse to obey God.  All of us used to live that way, following the passionate desires and inclinations of our sinful nature. By our very nature we were subject to God’s anger, just like everyone else.”) They were God’s enemies. But Jesus’ death on the cross was a sufficient sacrifice for all their sins, and God now looks at them and sees them as holy and blameless, free from the guilt of their sins.


Verse 23 – But you must continue to believe this truth and stand firmly in it. Don’t drift away from the assurance you received when you heard the Good News. The Good News has been preached all over the world, and I, Paul, have been appointed as God’s servant to proclaim it.

The Colossians were under intense pressure to abandon Jesus and follow false teachings and ways of life that contradict the gospel. Notice how simple Paul’s instructions are: continue in your faith, and let your hope be unmoved, remaining as it is. 


When we are godly it is fair to say we are looking like, living like, behaving like God or in a manner appropriate for our God. When Jesus appeared before men God stood in their midst, they didn’t know it. When we behave in keeping with the characteristics of love, truth, generosity, compassion, steadfastness, and so on – when we behave like God – creation mimics the creator,
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Lord, we thank you and praise you for forgiving us for our many sins. Like the Colossian Christians, sometimes we want to do things our way instead of your way. We don’t come to you and ask you what we should do when we have a difficult problem to deal with and we don’t come up with the best answer on our own, which can take us away from you and not toward you. We don’t admit that you, Lord, know what the best way is. We ask your forgiveness for drifting away from you and we want to answer “yes, I’m here” when you call us back to you. You sent Jesus to earth to reveal your love to all people. Jesus shows us the way to live and how to have a close relationship with you. Help us to see through the deceit and fear that surrounds our lives. We want to become mature in faith, to listen to your voice when you call us to serve you. We recognize Jesus as head of the church and ruler in our own lives. Direct us through your Word to grow, to bear fruit, and to serve. We pray for people on our prayer list who are dealing with illness, grief, or devastating news, we pray that you touch them with your healing hands and give them comfort and strength. We pray for those who have drifted away from you that they will have a stirring in their hearts and souls to come back to you and restore a close relationship with you.
We pray these things in the name of Jesus our Savior who taught us to pray, “Our Father . . . Amen. 

Benediction:

Let the peace that comes from Jesus rule in your hearts. As members of one body you are called to live in peace. And always be thankful. Let the message of Jesus, in all its richness, fill your lives. Teach and counsel each other with all the wisdom he gives. May the blessing of God, the love of Jesus Christ, and the presence of the Holy Spirit strengthen and encourage you as you live lives of gratitude and service. Amen.
